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McCARTHYISM OF THE 90'S 
 
 In the middle of the 20th century a political attitude arose called McCarthyism.  This attitude, which was 

first attributed to Joseph R. McCarthy, a republican polit ician, was one in  which accusations were made publicly 

against another individual, mostly polit icians, with no evidence to back up the accusations made.  The attitude 
caused a lot of unwarranted heartache and hatred. 

 Child abuse is the McCarthyism of the 90's.  During the last decade, the reporting of child  abuse has 

reached epidemic proportions.  Like McCarthyism, child abuse allegations have ruined families, careers, and the 

lives of thousands.  There is no doubt that child abuse exists.  But what constitutes child abuse?  My father 

would beat the living day lights out of me and my brothers when we were younger, b ut we never cried child abuse.  
Our beatings were caused by the short temper of a father due to the financial stresses of trying to provide for a big 

family, and the obnoxiousness of a children.  The last time my father hit me was when I was seventeen years old.  

He put me up against the wall and hit me in the face with his fist.  Though I didn't like the beating, I knew I 

deserved a reprimand, but it never once occurred to me that my father had abused me.  To me, my father was a 
pretty good father with a short temper.  If I were a teenager of the 90's, I could have shot my dad for hitting me, 

then sued his estate for damages.  A 90's teenager who doesn't want to listen to Dad and Mom can simply report 

child abuse to the police and move into a more liberal foster home while Dad or Mom goes to jail. 

 Accusations of child abuse have risen largely due to the rise of divorce and the custody battles which ensue.  
Any parent can cry child abuse to attempt to sway the court to side with them in their pursuit of cust ody.  Even a 

child who wants to live with the non-custodial parent will lie, deceive, and manipulate to get what they want.  This 

usually happens when the child is prompted to do so by another adult who will gain from the child's lie.  I speak 

from personal and devastating experience: 
 I was given custody of Brittany and Joshua when Paula Blades Ladenburg and I divorced in 1986.  Paula 

had a nervous breakdown and gave me the children.  She saw the children very few times during the year that I was 

single.  I told her repeatedly that when I got  remarried, she would be denied  visitation rights if she tried  to turn the 

children against me.  During the time that I was a single parent, Paula moved back to Salt Lake City, Utah.  I 

desperately wanted us to get back together.  I even gave her custody of Brittany for a while in an attempt to lure her 
back to me.  After about two weeks, she returned Brittany to me and told me that Brittany was better off with me 

and her litt le brother.  I begged Paula to please come ba ck to me and make our family work.  She refused.  I soon 

found Jackie Stoll who I married. 

 The day of my wedding to Jackie, Paula called me and said, "This is the worse day of my life, knowing that 
my children have another mother."  I told her I had given her every opportunity but she had refused.  I refused to 

let her see the kids after I married Jackie until the kids got a little o lder and could understand the divorce situation 

better.  

 I kept the kids from Paula for about 3 years.  I finally realized I was wrong and drove to Montana where 
Paula was liv ing with her new husband, Carl Ladenburg, and her new daughter, Alyssa.  I met with them both in 

their home and told them I was sorry for keeping the kids from them, but that I was scared that they would confuse 

the children  by ridicu ling the lifestyle which  I had chosen for my family to live.  They  assured me that they would 

respect our beliefs and lifestyle.  They were glad that they could  now visit the children. 
 I soon moved to Montana so that the children could be closer to their natural mother.  I bought some land, 

and Paula and I arranged a visitation schedule.  Well, it wasn't long before Brittany and Joshua would come back 

from their visitations with Paula and Carl ridicu ling our lifestyle.  Brittany wanted to go live with Paula.  I told 

her she could do so when she was twelve years old if that is what she wanted.  Things got progressively worse after 

only two visitations.  I wrote Pa ula a letter in which I outlined what I believed her relationship with the children 
should be for their sake.  This letter made her very upset.   



 Behind my back, Paula and Carl were devising a plan to take the children away.  They picked the children 

up for a scheduled visitation while I was at work.  Later that day, Carl came back where we were liv ing, handed 
Jackie a note, and hurried off.  The note said they were taking the ch ildren  and "no one would  know where we are 

at."  Jackie panicked, ran and got the neighbors, and a car chase ensued.  The chase ended with Paula and Carl 

facing custodial interference charges.  To exonerated themselves, they claimed they were only running with the 

kids for the k id's sake.  They told  the police, at the obvious prompt ings of their attorney, that while eating with the 
kids at a  fast food restaurant, Joshua and Brittany began to tell them of abuse which Jackie and I had afflicted on 

them.  This is how the scenario played: 

 After the Ladenburgs had been stopped, about twenty miles from the Idaho border, the police took the 

situation down to their headquarters.  Jackie was there for about an hour before I showed up coming from work.  
When I got there, I demanded that kidnapping charges be filed against the Ladenburgs.  The officer interviewing 

Jackie and me told me it would  have been easier to make the charges stick if we had allowed the Ladenburgs to 

cross the Idaho border.  He said that custodial interference charges would be considered, but that the Ladenburgs 

had contacted their attorney who was on his way over.  We sat there for another hour before an officer came into 
the room where we were and said, "Oh, boy! There's going to be abuse charges filed."  My brain went a hundred 

miles an hour as I figured out what was happening.  I stood up and said, "If you charge us with child abuse and 

don't go and take our other two children (Brandon and Caleb) from these "abusive" parents, I'll sue the hell out of 

this state."  The officer got a pretty serious look on his face and told us to hold on, that he would go consult with 

his supervisor and the District Attorney.  Another hour went by before a Department of Family Services lady came 
in with other officers and told us that the reason why they didn't have to take the other child ren out of our home was 

because Jackie was the one who was abusive to Brittany and Joshua because they weren't her natural children.  At 

that time I knew we were getting railroaded, big-time!  I played the game, let them put Brittany and Joshua in 

foster care, and the next day took Joshua and fled the state. 
 Obviously Paula and Carl had enough money to buy the right attorney and judge to allow such a 

miscarriage of justice to take place.  We had no money to buy an attorney, nor were we given the opportunity to 

consult with one. 

 Now the sheriffs department who handled the case, the Department of Family Services, the County 
Attorney, Paula and Carl, and all involved in this miscarriage of justice had to cover their butts.  So how could 

they?  They had to have just cause to take the kids in the first case.  Their cause:  child abuse. 

 The following are excerpts from the actual police reports:  

 

Ravalli County Sheriff's Department, Hamilton, Montana  
 

Date of investigation:  6/13/91  Type of investigation: Child Custody/Child Abuse 

 

 "Both children state that their father is really mean and angry most of the time.  Both of them state that 
they feel their father hates them, and , again, Brittany states that her father tells them that he hates them on 

occasion. 

 They live in a 30 foot converted school bus.  All of them have their own beds, but they all sleep in the same 

room.  One strange reaction that I noted in Brittany was that when we were talking about where they slept she 
stated in the same room, she began saying that sometimes Chris and Jackie kiss and that really upsets her.  When 

Brittany stated this, she began crying, and again said that it really bothers her when Chris and Jackie (kiss), and 

when I attempted to clarify why the kissing made her upset, it was obvious that she did not want to expound on why 

this upset her, and only cried harder, therefore we did not push her as to why this was so upsetting. 
 Brittany stated that in the converted school bus, there is a bathroom with a shower, but t here is no door on 

it, and this appeared to upset her a little , also.  She did say that there was a curtain that could be hung up over the 

opening  for what little privacy the curtain can afford. 

 Brittany states that her father does not believe that girls should were pants and that boys should wear 

robes, and that all clothing should be homemade and plain.  Joshua stated that if they wanted a pillow to sleep on 
in their beds, that they have to gather feathers from the chickens and sew their own pillow and  stuff it with the 

feathers they have collected, and went on to say that he didn't even know how to work the sewing machine, but 

stated that he knew how to hand sew. 

 Both children expressed fear of having to go back with Chris and Jackie because they stat e they will be 
punished severely.  Several times while talking with these kids, they began crying and stated that they did not want 

to be with their father and Jackie anymore, and both expressed a desire to live with their natural mother.  

 We asked the children what kinds of things are said about Chris and Jackie when they are with Paula and 

Carl, and both stated that Paula and Carl try to say nice things about them around them.  When asked the same 
question about Chris and Jackie, they state that both Chris and Jackie tell them that Paula and Carl are wicked. 



 Brittany states that Jackie never says she loves them, and it is Brittany's belief that she enjoys hitting them.  

Brittany began crying again, stating that she is scared to death of Jackie,  further s tating that Jackie calls them 
stupid and dumb.  Joshua added that they don't get hugs very often, and that neither Chris or Jackie will read them 

bedtime stories, adding that Jackie tells them that they can read themselves.  Even though Joshua is only 5 ye ars 

old, he can read, according to Brittany.  She states that Paula had a video tape of Joshua reading.  

 We asked about fun things at Chris and Jackie's house, and the children state that sometimes they play 
games, such as some kinds of card games, but that most of the time, they are busy with home schooling or 

accomplishing the chores they are directed to do.  Also, when they are told it is time for them to go to bed, if they 

do not get ready for bed and get into bed fast enough, Chris tells them that he h ates them. 

 The children told us of spankings that both Jackie and Chris Nemelka gave them, stating that they were 
spanked on their bare bottoms with belts, sticks, and hands.  Brittany stated that on many occasions there were 

marks left on their bodies from these spankings, and she recalls seeing marks on Joshua, as well as having marks on 

her bottom as well.  When we asked her to describe the marks, she stated that there was sometimes welts, and there 

was bruising, however, she also stated that the marks would fade away after a few days and eventually would go 
away so they could not be seen at all.  Brittany stated that Jackie spanks with the belt doubled over, and that Jackie 

is very angry with them when she spanks them. 

 In addition to being spanked with a belt, stick, or hand, they are slapped across the mouth, and, again,  

Brittany stated that red marks are sometimes visible on their faces in the mouth area after being slapped across the 

mouth.  Brittany also stated that she was lifted by the neck on one occasion.  When asked to describe how this was 
done, and to demonstrate by using a teddy bear, it appears as though which ever parent did this, and I did not ask 

her which one it was, stood behind her and put both hands around from the back of the head a nd lifted her in a 

quick upward motion. 

 We asked the children what they did for fun at their house, and they stated that sometimes they got to watch 
Sesame Street, but that was only on rare occasions.  Brittany stated that in order to earn the privilege o f watching 

Sesame Street, they had to have been quiet, have had to have kept their mouth shut and not made any noise, and 

have to have all their work done. 

 We asked what happens when they are with Paula and Carl and they misbehave, and both children stated 
that Paula and Carl talk to them about whatever they have done, and after they talk to them, they give them a hug.  

They have never been spanked when they are with Paula and Carl. 

 When I first read the Sheriff's reports, I cried.  I couldn't believe my little Brittany could say such things.  

Jackie was devastated.  I soon realized, however, that the reports were manipulated to justify the actions of the 

individuals involved.  I st ill wondered how Brittany could give them the slightest indication that any  of the 
absurdities in the report took place.  Anyone who knows me as a father knows I am very kind and hardly ever 

spank, if at all, my children.  I am known for my bedtime stories which in Brittany and Joshua's case, were told 

almost every night.  Jackie is one of the kindest people one could know.  Yes, they did a investigation into the 

charge of abuse, and dropped the charge immediately.  There is not one person alive that can claim that they ever 
saw me or Jackie abuse Brittany and Joshua.  When I took Joshua from the Department of Family Services, one of 

the first things he told Jackie and me was, "I hate Brittany!"  When I asked him why,  he said, "Because she lies 

about you and mom (Jackie)."  Th is led me to believe that Brittany did in fact make up some of what was said so 

that she could go live with Paula. 
 I do not blame Brittany, who was only seven years old at the time.  I blame a corrupt justice system and a 

vindictive x-wife who would cause such misery to another human being.  My case is not un ique, but very common 

in the 90's.  Anyone who believes that a child doesn't lie either doesn't have any kids, or is blind and deaf.  

Children are self ish ind ividuals who would say what they have to and act like they must in order to get what they 
want.  The last time I spoke to Carl Ladenburg he accused me of teaching Brittany to lie, because he states, "She 

lies so much to me and Paula."  When I asked Brittany about this, she told me that all she had to do was cry and 

claim that, "You don't love me," and she would get anything she wants from Paula and Carl.  Brittany will know 

someday what she has caused.  At the time children accuse a parent of abuse, they do not fully understand the 

complications that such claims could have for their parent.  It is the paid attorneys and therapists which cause the 
problems of McCarthyism of the 90's. 

 I chose not to fight the situation in court and eventually gave up trying to save my rights as a father to my 

children.  Paula and Carl have to look at themselves in the mirror each day and live with themselves.  They also 

have to live with two ch ildren  who love their father and want to see him.  Of course, when the children question as 
to why they can't see me, they are told that a judge decided that I am not a good father a nd that they should be 

Ladenburgs instead of Nemelkas.  (I hope someday they can explain this to my other children who know their 

father for who he really is.)  The only  reason why the Ladenburgs don't want the children to see me is because they 

know the children will long to be back with their father; and Carl also realizes that his "fatherly image" would be 
destroyed when Brittany and Joshua come to know their real father. 



 I do not agree with physically abusive punishment for children.  However, I believ e a little spank on the 

butt never hurt any obnoxious child who learns from no other way.  I wonder why we should treat our children any 
differently than we should other people.  Perhaps it is the way we  punish our children which determines how they 

treat others in their adult life.  I tend to disagree with this conclusion, because of my own experiences with my 

father.  My dad punished with physical beatings, however, very few, I don't think any, of my brothers and sisters 

punish their child ren the way our parents punished us.  It seems that we learned from experience instead of being 
taught by it. 

 I would never charge my father with  child abuse.  We were beat, but not abused.  Parents who beat their 

kids usually can be helped in ways which  benefit our society instead of hindering it.  I don't believe a parent should 

have his or her children taken away and then spend time in jail for punishing their child the only way they know 
how.  Love and good, self less therepy should be initiated by our society to  help  parents find alternative ways to 

punish their child ren.  The truth is, children are the most selfish, abusive, and belligerent animals that exist.  We 

must help the adult, who is only an adult by age, learn not to be as a child before we can expect the ad ult to teach the 

child to be an adult. 
 What I see is a bunch of kids running around accusing older kids of treating them the same way these 

younger kids treat everyone else. 

 You philistine, power hungry attorneys, judges, law enforcement officers, social workers, and therapists 

need to grow up before you can expect anyone who you accuse with your McCarthyism tactics to act like an adult.  

I believe that most of these Philist ines (A Philistine is defined as one who  puts more importance on possessions, 
money and the pursuit of these things, rather than justice) mean well, but as long as money guides their actions, only 

the poor will ever reach adulthood and the rich will forever remain children.  This because the poor must learn 

from heartache and experience while the rich hide behind their money which buys them their attorney, judge, and 

therapist, which in reality, is their abusive parent. 
  

 


